ACTION FOR SOCIAL WELFARE

court the legislature has misinterpreted the
more deliberate will of the people, as expressed
in the constitution; or that the people them-
selves, in influencing the legislature, have
taken hasty action contrary to that formally
expressed in their constitution. In conse-
quence, the court gives to the people the op-
portunity, if they think the matter of sufficient
importance, to pass a constitutional amend-
ment in accordance with their deliberate will,
which will enable them after this new deliber-
ate action to carry out their will in practically
any direction desired.

The fact that the judges are interpreting
laws already made, often laws of even ancient
date, makes them conservative, sometimes even
perhaps too slow and reactionary; and yet it
must ordinarily be conceded that the welfare
of the community is furthered by well-con-
.sidered, deliberate action.

Aside from the power of interpreting the
meaning of the law, the courts have often much
discretion in the nature of the decisions that
they are to render in both civil and criminal